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On lllegal Immigration and
Border Security

[llegal immigration is on the forefront of many
Americans mindslately and with good reason. The Center
for Immigration Studies has recently reported that our
immigrant populationisnow 37 million, up from 27 million
in1997. 1in 3 of theseimmigrantsare hereillegaly. We
have aproblem that has exploded inthelast

attempted to introduce an amendment that would make
illegal immigrantsineligiblefor any federal assistance.
Unfortunately, that amendment wasruled “ not relevant” to
immigrationreform. | believeitisvery relevant totaxpayers,
however, who are being taken advantage of through the
welfaresystem. Illegal immigrantsshould never beeligible
for public schooling, socid security checks, welfarechecks,
free healthcare, food stamps, or any other form of
government assistance.

The anchor baby phenomenon has aso been very
problematic. Simply being born on US soil to illega
immigrant parentsshould not trigger automatic citizenship.
Thisencourages many dangerous behaviorsand thereare
many unintended consequencesasaresult of thisblanket
policy. | am against amnesty and | have

10yearswith no gppreciablechangein border It | S an introduced an amendment to the Constitution
security since September 11 when we were (H.J. Res 46) which will end this form of
wp;\)/?lzeﬁat\/oet:;%?ﬁ gs{l?;ka?t ;Qriggnﬂiﬂé outr age that aﬂ??asxl/éalso supported the strengthening of
resources are running thin. Our education | QUI best our border andincreasing the number of border
systemisstretched, and immigration accounts . patrol agents. It is an outrage that our best
for virtualy all thenational increasein public tral ned trained border guardsare sent to Iraq instead
school enrollment inthelast 2 decades. There b d of guarding our borders. For nationa security,
is a worker present in 78% of immigrant oraer we need to give more attention to our own
procrem, accorcngtohecmequey itsna | JUATOS B7E | ovament shrksoneof
surp; ?etgetn that if;en Iti mesthesei m_lrprigrants sent to Ir aq Iev(;/ e?on(;altautl onall E/ mglt_jated Iduti ?N _namglt %
can afford towork for lower wages. They are |, o defend thiscountry. Citizenslosetwicewi
subsidized by our government to do so. I nStead Of our current insecure border situation —we

Right now wearesubsdizingalot of illegd d don’t havethe protection weshould have, and
immigration with our robust social programs guar | ng our then taxpayershaveto dea withthefaloutin
anditisan outragethat instead of coming to bor d ers theform of overstretched public resourcesand
the United States as a land of opportunity, ) lossof jobs.

many come for the security guaranteed by
government forced transfer paymentsthrough our welfare
system. | have opposed giving federal assistancetoillega
immigrantsand haveintroduced legidation that endsthis
practice. Inthelast mgor House-passed immigration bill |

Theanger isunderstandablewhenit comesto
illegdl immigration and the problemswith our borders. | will
continueto fight in Congressfor more effectivewaysto
address these issues in keeping with the constitutional
mandateto protect America.
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The Importance of Fiscal Responsibility
in Gover nment

Astheyear drawsto aclose, the battle over spending
inWashingtonishesating up. The Democratswant to expand
government healthcare, whilethe President hasvetoed the
second attempt to expand SCHIP.

The latest version of the State Children’s Health
I nsurance Program would have expanded the entitlement
program and raised taxes, just astheearlier versondid and
the President showed fiscal restraint with hisveto.

Reducing our entitlement programshereat homeisnot
against saving the children, astherhetoric goes, it isabout
saving the country’s economy. Thefact iswe have huge
tradeimbal ances, massivedeficits, and a$9trillion nationa
debot, whichbdloonsto $60trillionif unfunded futureliabilities
in Social Security and other promises we have made to
Americansareincluded.

Weareat acrucia pointin history right now. Wemust
think very carefully about our next moves. Thereiscoming
atime, if we continue on this path, when al that our tax
dollarsand government revenueswill beableto doispay
interest on the mountain of debt we have compiledinthe
past few decades. That will mean no government programs
or servicesof any kindwill befunded, yet future generations
of Americanswill ill struggle under acrushing tax burden
with nothing to show for it. That iswhy fisca restraint and
common sensewith the budget are so vitally important in
government.

Thedifference now isthat our printing pressesat the
Federa Reservearegetting worn out aswe have expanded
our money supply to the breaking point with yet another
rate cut thisweek. Asthedollar fals, itislosingitsreserve
currency statusasmany countriesareshiftingtothe Euroor
the Chineseyuan or other currencies. The morethat trend
continues, theweaker we becomeontheworld stage. Those
foreign governments and entitiesthat enabled usto spend
so muchfor solong arewearing thin and cutting us off.

Thetruthisour enemieswon’t need anuclear weapon
toharm usif wekeep spending phantom dollarsat thecurrent
rate. Infact, they won’'t need to do anything but sit back
andwatch aswe spend oursdvesinto oblivion. Historically,
empires fall because they run out of money, or more
accurately, run out of the ability to spend or inflate.

Unfortunately, that isexactly thedirection we are headed.
We need to control spending, immediately, beforeitistoo
late.

| applaud the President for his veto of the SCHIP
expansonbill. Itisastepintheright direction. Butitisjust
onesmall step. What our economy needsright now isto go
full gallop away from thetax and spend policiesthat have
gotten usintothismess.
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Pain at the Pump

This past week Americanstravel ed approximately two
billionmilesto cd ebratethe Thanksgiving holiday withfamily
and loved ones. Whileyou cannot put apriceontimewith
family, Americanssurefet thepain of higher fudl pricesat
the gas pump. It is time to take an honest ook at the
government’sdirect andindirect roleininflating thoseprices.

Taxationisthemost direct way government increases
Americans cost at the pump. Thenationa average priceof
gasiswell over $3.00 per gallon now, $4 in some areas.
Federal taxestake 18.4 cents, while state and local taxes
average another 28.5 centsper gallon. That’san average of
47 cents per gallon Americans are paying just for
government, but that isjust the tip of the iceberg. Less
directly, our loose monetary policy givestaxpayersdouble
jeopardy at the pump, Ssmultaneoudy increasing pricesand
undermining purchasing power. Wagesawayslag behind
priceincreases, making averageAmericansfed asthough
they can never quite keep up, never quite get out of debt.
Not to mentiontherippleeffect of higher diesel costsonthe
trucking industry. When trucking and shipping is more
expensve, everythingismoreexpensve.

Theindirect costs government imposes on gasprices
aremuch more serious. A major bottleneck that causesgas
pricesto surgeisour very meagre and vulnerablerefinery
capacity due mostly toregulatory red tape. Environmental
regulationsand litigation have kept our existing refinery
capacity barely adequate. Infact, no new refinerieshave
been built sncethe 70sand these are operating at capacity,
which makes our gasoline market especialy vulnerableas
demonstrated by skyrocketing gas pricesin the aftermath
of HurricaneKatrinawhen many coastd oil facilitieswere



brought toahalt. In addition, many foreignrefineriesdon’t
havetheahility to producethe specidized blendsof gasoline
mandated by our government, and therefore 90% of our
gasoline isrefined in the United States under extreme
regulatory burden. When our domestic refineries are
damaged or jeopardized, there arefew options other than
soaring pricesor long lines.

I’ veintroduced The Affordable Gas Price Act (HR
2415) to deal with some of theseissues. My

Onething taxpayers know istaxing and spending is
expensive, and government cost estimatestend to beonthe
conservative side relative to the actua bills. However
extracted and spent $3.5 trillion isan unimaginable extra
burden on our economy.

If $3.5trillionisthetruecost of thesemilitary adventures,
$11,500 isthe amount every man, woman and childinthis
country pays. So, afamily of four would pay $46,000 just
for thiswar. Thisisanespecidly painful number

bill would suspend Federal fuel taxeswhen Weare to me, asthemedian household income of my
pricesriseabove $3.00 agallon, giving some constituency in Texasisjust $43,000 ayear.
immediaterelief at the pump. It would also Supposed 1o Inother words, war hascost morethananentire
repeal misguided legidationthat causesmore . . year’sworth of incomefromeachmiddieclass
invesment in attorneysand nuisancelitigation | be 11 Ngina | Texasfamily.
thanin actualy producing affordablegasoline What about the impact of these costs on
and strengthening our refining capacity. Also, land of education, thevery thing that so often helpsto
it would open up ANWR for oil exploration : increase earnings? $46,000 would cover 90%
and reped thefederd moratorium on off-shore OppOF tuni ty’ of thetuition coststo attend afour year public
arilling. . o . but Oppor - university i nTe<asf9r both childreninthat family
Much of governmentinterventionintheail o of four. Obvioudy, it would far outpacethe cost
i nd(tjjstry in tr(;ehpast hallsedbeendcounter- tunities fade | of acomrrr:unity kﬁ‘d lege degree, sovital toso
productive and has resulted in disastrous ; many intheworkforce.
unintended conseguences. This Thanksgiving, fast if more But, instead of sending kidsto college, too
| amgrateful for every mileAmericanscan il oftenwe' resending themto Iraq, wherethe
affordtotrave tobewithfamily. | anworking tax and Spend best newsinalongtimeisthey aren’t killing
hardin Congressto reversethe costly trend of olicies are our men and women asfast asthey werelast
government interference and return markets, p month.
including oil markets, to true economic | enacted. TheHeritage Foundation estimatesa$3.5
freedom. trilliontax increase would beresponsiblefor
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TheTrueCost of Taxingand Spending

Congressman Charlie Rangel recently unvelled atax
plan that Republicans estimate would raise taxesby $3.5
trillion over 10 years. Democrats questioned the math.

Now, the Democratson the Joint Economic Committee
have released areport on the total costs of the military
operationsinlragand Afghanistan, including “hidden costs’
such asinterest on the money we' re borrowing, and long
term healthcarefor vets. Thebill comesto $3.5trillion.
Republicansare, of course, questioning themath onthis
item.

2,200 lost jobs in my district alone, over
70,000 lost jobs across Texas . That's 70,000 Texansin
unemployment lines, without health insurance for their
families. SomeDemocraismay not want to poend $3.5trillion
onIraq, but they dowant to raiseit in new taxes. And, by
digging our economy into adeeper hole, they would create
alot moredemand for the social programsthey propose.

Tax and spend policies create needs they can never
satisfy. A government check does not make up for alost
job. Americansdo not want moreof this. Americansbelieve
in hard work and self-sufficiency, not standing in linefor
government hand-outs. We are supposed to belivingina
land of opportunity, but opportunitiesfadefast if moretax
and spend policiesareenacted. Themore Congressmeddles
inthe economy, the bigger the problemsget.

Congressshould not increasetaxesby $3.5trillionand
the administration needsto end the occupation of Iragwith
itscostsof $3.5trillion to taxpayers. L et the hardworking
American taxpayers keep their money. Familiesneed that
$46,000 far more than government does.
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The Importance of Fiscal Responsibility in
Gover nment

Astheyear drawsto aclose, the battle over spending
inWashington isheating up. The Democratswant to expand
government hedlthcare, whilethe President hasvetoed the
second attempt to expand SCHIP.

The latest version of the State Children’s Health
I nsurance Program would have expanded the entitlement
program and rai sed taxes, just asthe earlier versondid and
the President showed fiscal restraint with hisveto.

Reducing our entitlement programsherea homeisnot
againsgt saving the children, astherhetoric goes, itisabout
saving the country’seconomy. Thefact iswe have huge
tradeimbalances, massive deficits, and a$9trillion nationa
debot, whichbaloonsto $60trillionif unfunded futureliabilities
in socia security and other promises we have made to
Americansareincluded.

Weareat acrucia point in history right now. We must
think very carefully about our next moves. Thereiscoming
atime, if we continue on this path, when all that our tax
dollarsand government revenueswill beableto doispay
interest on the mountain of debt we have compiledinthe
past few decades. That will mean no government programs
or servicesof any kindwill befunded, yet futuregenerations
of Americanswill till struggle under acrushing tax burden
with nothing to show for it. That iswhy fiscal restraint and
common sensewith the budget are sovitally important in
government.

Thedifference now isthat our printing pressesat the
Federd Reservearegetting worn out aswe have expanded
our money supply to the breaking point with yet another
rate cut thisweek. Asthedollar fdls, itislosingitsreserve
currency statusas many countriesare shiftingtothe Euroor
the Chineseyuan or other currencies. Themorethat trend
continues, theweaker webecomeon theworld stage. Those
foreign governments and entitiesthat enabled usto spend
so muchfor solong are wearing thin and cutting us off.

Thetruthisour enemieswon’t need anuclear weapon
to harm usif wekeep spending phantom dollarsat the current
rate. Infact, they won’t need to do anything but sit back
andwatch aswespend oursavesinto oblivion. Historicaly,
empires fail because they run out of money, or more

accurately, run out of the ability to spend or inflate.
Unfortunately, that isexactly the direction we are headed.
We need to control spending, immediately, beforeitistoo
late.

| applaud the President for his veto of the SCHIP
expansionbill. Itisastepintheright direction. Butitisjust
onesmall step. What our economy needsright now isto go
full gallop away from thetax and spend policiesthat have
gottenusintothismess.
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