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TEXAS STRAIGHT TALK

December 2, 2007

On Illegal Immigration and
Border Security

Illegal immigration is on the forefront of many
Americans’ minds lately and with good reason. The Center
for Immigration Studies has recently reported that our
immigrant population is now 37 million, up from 27 million
in 1997. 1 in 3 of these immigrants are here illegally. We
have a problem that has exploded in the last
10 years with no appreciable change in border
security since September 11 when we were
supposed to take a hard look at the problem.

We have security issues at home and our
resources are running thin. Our education
system is stretched, and immigration accounts
for virtually all the national increase in public
school enrollment in the last 2 decades. There
is a worker present in 78% of immigrant
households using at least one major welfare
program, according to the same study. It’s no
surprise then that often times these immigrants
can afford to work for lower wages. They are
subsidized by our government to do so.

Right now we are subsidizing a lot of illegal
immigration with our robust social programs
and it is an outrage that instead of coming to
the United States as a land of opportunity,
many come for the security guaranteed by
government forced transfer payments through our welfare
system. I have opposed giving federal assistance to illegal
immigrants and have introduced legislation that ends this
practice. In the last major House-passed immigration bill I

attempted to introduce an amendment that would make
illegal immigrants ineligible for any federal assistance.
Unfortunately, that amendment was ruled “not relevant” to
immigration reform. I believe it is very relevant to taxpayers,
however, who are being taken advantage of through the
welfare system. Illegal immigrants should never be eligible
for public schooling, social security checks, welfare checks,
free healthcare, food stamps, or any other form of
government assistance.

The anchor baby phenomenon has also been very
problematic. Simply being born on US soil to illegal
immigrant parents should not trigger automatic citizenship.
This encourages many dangerous behaviors and there are
many unintended consequences as a result of this blanket

policy. I am against amnesty and I have
introduced an amendment to the Constitution
(H.J. Res 46) which will end this form of
amnesty.

I have also supported the strengthening of
our border and increasing the number of border
patrol agents. It is an outrage that our best
trained border guards are sent to Iraq instead
of guarding our borders. For national security,
we need to give more attention to our own
border which is being illegally breached every
day, and yet the government shirks one of its
few constitutionally mandated duties, namely
to defend this country. Citizens lose twice with
our current insecure border situation – we
don’t have the protection we should have, and
then taxpayers have to deal with the fallout in
the form of overstretched public resources and
loss of jobs.
The anger is understandable when it comes to

illegal immigration and the problems with our borders. I will
continue to fight in Congress for more effective ways to
address these issues in keeping with the constitutional
mandate to protect America .

It is an
outrage that
our best
trained
border
guards are
sent to Iraq
instead of
guarding our
borders.
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The Importance of Fiscal Responsibility
in Government

As the year draws to a close, the battle over spending
in Washington is heating up. The Democrats want to expand
government healthcare, while the President has vetoed the
second attempt to expand SCHIP.

The latest version of the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program would have expanded the entitlement
program and raised taxes, just as the earlier version did and
the President showed fiscal restraint with his veto.

Reducing our entitlement programs here at home is not
against saving the children, as the rhetoric goes, it is about
saving the country’s economy. The fact is we have huge
trade imbalances, massive deficits, and a $9 trillion national
debt, which balloons to $60 trillion if unfunded future liabilities
in Social Security and other promises we have made to
Americans are included.

We are at a crucial point in history right now. We must
think very carefully about our next moves. There is coming
a time, if we continue on this path, when all that our tax
dollars and government revenues will be able to do is pay
interest on the mountain of debt we have compiled in the
past few decades. That will mean no government programs
or services of any kind will be funded, yet future generations
of Americans will still struggle under a crushing tax burden
with nothing to show for it. That is why fiscal restraint and
common sense with the budget are so vitally important in
government.

The difference now is that our printing presses at the
Federal Reserve are getting worn out as we have expanded
our money supply to the breaking point with yet another
rate cut this week. As the dollar falls, it is losing its reserve
currency status as many countries are shifting to the Euro or
the Chinese yuan or other currencies. The more that trend
continues, the weaker we become on the world stage. Those
foreign governments and entities that enabled us to spend
so much for so long are wearing thin and cutting us off.

The truth is our enemies won’t need a nuclear weapon
to harm us if we keep spending phantom dollars at the current
rate. In fact, they won’t need to do anything but sit back
and watch as we spend ourselves into oblivion. Historically,
empires fail because they run out of money, or more
accurately, run out of the ability to spend or inflate.

Unfortunately, that is exactly the direction we are headed.
We need to control spending, immediately, before it is too
late.

I applaud the President for his veto of the SCHIP
expansion bill. It is a step in the right direction. But it is just
one small step. What our economy needs right now is to go
full gallop away from the tax and spend policies that have
gotten us into this mess.

Ron Paul’s
TEXAS STRAIGHT TALK

December 16, 2007

Pain at the Pump

This past week Americans traveled approximately two
billion miles to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday with family
and loved ones. While you cannot put a price on time with
family, Americans sure felt the pain of higher fuel prices at
the gas pump. It is time to take an honest look at the
government’s direct and indirect role in inflating those prices.

Taxation is the most direct way government increases
Americans’ cost at the pump. The national average price of
gas is well over $3.00 per gallon now, $4 in some areas.
Federal taxes take 18.4 cents, while state and local taxes
average another 28.5 cents per gallon. That’s an average of
47 cents per gallon Americans are paying just for
government, but that is just the tip of the iceberg. Less
directly, our loose monetary policy gives taxpayers double
jeopardy at the pump, simultaneously increasing prices and
undermining purchasing power. Wages always lag behind
price increases, making average Americans feel as though
they can never quite keep up, never quite get out of debt.
Not to mention the ripple effect of higher diesel costs on the
trucking industry. When trucking and shipping is more
expensive, everything is more expensive.

The indirect costs government imposes on gas prices
are much more serious. A major bottleneck that causes gas
prices to surge is our very meagre and vulnerable refinery
capacity due mostly to regulatory red tape. Environmental
regulations and litigation have kept our existing refinery
capacity barely adequate. In fact, no new refineries have
been built since the 70s and these are operating at capacity,
which makes our gasoline market especially vulnerable as
demonstrated by skyrocketing gas prices in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina when many coastal oil facilities were
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brought to a halt. In addition, many foreign refineries don’t
have the ability to produce the specialized blends of gasoline
mandated by our government, and therefore 90% of our
gasoline is refined in the United States under extreme
regulatory burden. When our domestic refineries are
damaged or jeopardized, there are few options other than
soaring prices or long lines.

I’ve introduced The Affordable Gas Price Act (HR
2415) to deal with some of these issues. My
bill would suspend Federal fuel taxes when
prices rise above $3.00 a gallon, giving some
immediate relief at the pump. It would also
repeal misguided legislation that causes more
investment in attorneys and nuisance litigation
than in actually producing affordable gasoline
and strengthening our refining capacity. Also,
it would open up ANWR for oil exploration
and repeal the federal moratorium on off-shore
drilling.

Much of government intervention in the oil
industry in the past has been counter-
productive and has resulted in disastrous
unintended consequences. This Thanksgiving,
I am grateful for every mile Americans can still
afford to travel to be with family. I am working
hard in Congress to reverse the costly trend of
government interference and return markets,
including oil markets, to true economic
freedom.

Ron Paul’s
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The True Cost of Taxing and Spending

Congressman Charlie Rangel recently unveiled a tax
plan that Republicans estimate would raise taxes by $3.5
trillion over 10 years. Democrats questioned the math.

Now, the Democrats on the Joint Economic Committee
have released a report on the total costs of the military
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan , including “hidden costs”
such as interest on the money we’re borrowing, and long
term healthcare for vets. The bill comes to $3.5 trillion.
Republicans are, of course, questioning the math on this
item.

One thing taxpayers know is taxing and spending is
expensive, and government cost estimates tend to be on the
conservative side relative to the actual bills. However
extracted and spent $3.5 trillion is an unimaginable extra
burden on our economy.

If $3.5 trillion is the true cost of these military adventures,
$11,500 is the amount every man, woman and child in this
country pays. So, a family of four would pay $46,000 just

for this war. This is an especially painful number
to me, as the median household income of my
constituency in Texas is just $43,000 a year.
In other words, war has cost more than an entire
year’s worth of income from each middle class
Texas family.

What about the impact of these costs on
education, the very thing that so often helps to
increase earnings? $46,000 would cover 90%
of the tuition costs to attend a four year public
university in Texas for both children in that family
of four. Obviously, it would far outpace the cost
of a community college degree, so vital to so
many in the workforce.

But, instead of sending kids to college, too
often we’re sending them to Iraq , where the
best news in a long time is they aren’t killing
our men and women as fast as they were last
month.

The Heritage Foundation estimates a $3.5
trillion tax increase would be responsible for
2,200 lost jobs in my district alone, over

70,000 lost jobs across Texas . That’s 70,000 Texans in
unemployment lines, without health insurance for their
families. Some Democrats may not want to spend $3.5 trillion
on Iraq , but they do want to raise it in new taxes. And, by
digging our economy into a deeper hole, they would create
a lot more demand for the social programs they propose.

Tax and spend policies create needs they can never
satisfy. A government check does not make up for a lost
job. Americans do not want more of this. Americans believe
in hard work and self-sufficiency, not standing in line for
government hand-outs. We are supposed to be living in a
land of opportunity, but opportunities fade fast if more tax
and spend policies are enacted. The more Congress meddles
in the economy, the bigger the problems get.

Congress should not increase taxes by $3.5 trillion and
the administration needs to end the occupation of Iraq with
its costs of $3.5 trillion to taxpayers. Let the hardworking
American taxpayers keep their money. Families need that
$46,000 far more than government does.

We are
supposed to
be living in a
land of
opportunity,
but oppor-
tunities fade
fast if more
tax and spend
policies are
enacted.
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The Importance of Fiscal Responsibility in
Government

As the year draws to a close, the battle over spending
in Washington is heating up. The Democrats want to expand
government healthcare, while the President has vetoed the
second attempt to expand SCHIP.

The latest version of the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program would have expanded the entitlement
program and raised taxes, just as the earlier version did and
the President showed fiscal restraint with his veto.

Reducing our entitlement programs here at home is not
against saving the children, as the rhetoric goes, it is about
saving the country’s economy. The fact is we have huge
trade imbalances, massive deficits, and a $9 trillion national
debt, which balloons to $60 trillion if unfunded future liabilities
in social security and other promises we have made to
Americans are included.

We are at a crucial point in history right now. We must
think very carefully about our next moves. There is coming
a time, if we continue on this path, when all that our tax
dollars and government revenues will be able to do is pay
interest on the mountain of debt we have compiled in the
past few decades. That will mean no government programs
or services of any kind will be funded, yet future generations
of Americans will still struggle under a crushing tax burden
with nothing to show for it. That is why fiscal restraint and
common sense with the budget are so vitally important in
government.

The difference now is that our printing presses at the
Federal Reserve are getting worn out as we have expanded
our money supply to the breaking point with yet another
rate cut this week. As the dollar falls, it is losing its reserve
currency status as many countries are shifting to the Euro or
the Chinese yuan or other currencies. The more that trend
continues, the weaker we become on the world stage. Those
foreign governments and entities that enabled us to spend
so much for so long are wearing thin and cutting us off.

The truth is our enemies won’t need a nuclear weapon
to harm us if we keep spending phantom dollars at the current
rate. In fact, they won’t need to do anything but sit back
and watch as we spend ourselves into oblivion. Historically,
empires fail because they run out of money, or more

accurately, run out of the ability to spend or inflate.
Unfortunately, that is exactly the direction we are headed.
We need to control spending, immediately, before it is too
late.

I applaud the President for his veto of the SCHIP
expansion bill. It is a step in the right direction. But it is just
one small step. What our economy needs right now is to go
full gallop away from the tax and spend policies that have
gotten us into this mess.


